
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S 

PRATTLE 

Hi all, firstly 

congratulations to 

Marion Bee for 

receiving the OAM.  

I picked up the paper 

and saw the great 

news.  Marion I am 

sure it is a well-      

earned achievement 

and greatly 

deserved. 

NAME BADGES are very important  as it identifies us 

to each other, our visitors and new members, nothing 

to be ashamed of.  It is easy to remember names when 

you sit mainly with the same people during the course 

of our meetings; that is simple but there is always a 

but, in this case being president in your late 70’s it is 

not so easy to remember 120 names, that becomes 

hard.  SO PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME BADGE 

AT ALL OF OUR MEETINGS, TRIPS AND 

OUTINGS.  Thank you. 

Our bowls day went well, we had 8 stalwarts there 

with very gusty winds and I was not surprised that a lot 

of members did not come because of the weather. 

There are quite a few Probus clubs who have coffee 

mornings; we talked about this at our last committee 

meeting and decided it may be a good idea.  We 

decided that we will give it a try starting next week on 

Wednesday, 11
th
 July at 11.00am at the Village Tea 

Rooms in Argyle Street, Camden.  It is diagonally 

opposite the Crown Hotel next to the fish and chip 

shop.  A nice café, if it works OK then we will have it 

on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Wednesday of the month;  we will 

give it a try – it is another idea to keep us all involved. 

“Feelings are much like waves, we can’t stop them 

from coming, but we can choose which ones to surf” 

Yours in Probus, Tony 

 

         

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 2014/2015 
 

PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf   0466962867 

V. PRESIDENT Kathy Smith   46552159    

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

   Ronald Crawford   46477825 

 Peter O’Loughlin   46266961 

   Ken Starkey     46255253 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford   46477825 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty   86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina    46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Art Appreciation  Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club    Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

Cards     Jeanette Jackson    46479986 

     Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making    Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft     Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening    Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet    Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography    Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows    Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours     Peter O’Loughlin   4626 6961 

Travel Tales     Kathy & Malcolm Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa             46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 

Friday, 4 July 2014:   Dieta Klepatzk  and 

Sheila McAtamney 

Friday, 1 Aug 2014: Gloria and Norm Meredith 
Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am   Also, if you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Renee Skewpeck, Clinical 

Nurse Specialist from the Organ & Tissue Donations,  

Bankstown Hospital 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Margaret Dixon, Vincent Fisher, Carol Warner 

 

WELFARE:   I have sent get well cards to Pat 

Cranfield and Joy Tracey. 

 

 

 
Presidents – Past and Present. 

Tony Wolf, Phil Humphries, Jeanette Jackson, 

Paul Hay, Dorothy Fogarty, Bob Bee, Joyce Reilly 

 

PROFILE – Cyril Kirkland 
 

 

My childhood was 

spent growing up 

on a Dairy Farm 

just north of Ballina 

on the NSW North 

Coast. 

 

Ancestral links go 

back to the original 

immigrants from 

Scotland in 1835, 

my maternal line, 

and 1853 my 

paternal line, with 

these families 

settling in the Milton/Gerringong and Southern 

Highlands areas respectively.  

  

I am the eldest of four children and attended high 

school at Ballina where I was appointed  Boys’ School 

Captain in 1961. 

 

I was particularly involved in sporting pursuits more-

so than academia during this time and represented the 

school in Athletics, Swimming and Rugby League. I 

was successful in Far North Coast schools 

championships in these sports during that period. I 

achieved an Athletics “Blue” in 1962. 

 

On moving to Sydney I continued my interest in 

Athletics after school, as a member of the Randwick 

Botany Harriers Athletics Club. I competed 

successfully despite issues with both Achilles tendons 

which eventually brought an end to this activity. 

 

The athletics door closed so this led me to dabble in 

Motor Racing, a licence to burn dollars I’m afraid, so I 

then moved on to competitive Swimming with the 

Masters Swimming group. During this period I 

achieved a national age group record and was rated in 

the top 10 in many of the various strokes, distance & 

age group events at both State and National levels. 

 

Whilst involved in the Motor Racing scene I developed 

and organised promotional displays at the Sydney 

International Motor Shows on behalf of the Car Club 

that I was a member of at that time.  

 

I joined the Australian Public Service in 1963 and 

worked in a variety of roles throughout as Supervisor, 

Team Leader, Manager, and at Executive level. 

Towards the end of this period I was involved in 

Computer Systems Administration, Systems Project 

Management, Organisational Change Management and 

Job Re-design at both local and regional levels. 

 

I resigned from the Public Service in 1999 to develop a 

Business Model for my hobby interest at the time, 

namely Landscape Photography. This included 

developing and maintaining a website to market my 

photographic images. I also exhibited these images 

locally, nationally and overseas with most of the 

preparatory work done by myself in a home workshop 

and studio. 

 

During this period I was a member of the Macarthur 

Photographic Society and was awarded numerous 

“Top Shot” and “Photographer of the Year” awards of 

the Society. I am still actively involved with this hobby 

interest. 

 

I parked the Business activities after a period of around 

five years and then undertook consultancy work with 

two HR Recruitment companies for around five years. 

mailto:secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au
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My competitive sporting interests now revolve around 

Lawn Bowls. I commenced this activity at a late stage 

in life however and was initially successful in winning 

a Zone Championship soon after taking up this sport.  

 

Françoise introduced me to “the cousins” on our visit 

to France in 1994 where we spent most of our time 

travelling around the Central Eastern zones, keeping to 

the less visited parts of that area. Driving on “the other 

side of the road” was a new experience, however was 

achieved without incident. I was inducted as “Le 

Grand Pate Gaulois” (The Great Gaul Mate) during 

this visit.     

 

In the past Françoise and I have done a variety of 

“camping” trips, however these have now been up-

rated to “glamping” status with all the comforts of 

home thrown in. Usually lots of photographs and 

subject matter for artistic works are created on these 

trips. 

 

We have resided in the Macarthur area for the past 

thirty odd years and, currently, Françoise and I are 

thoroughly enjoying the activities provided by the 

Narellan Combined Probus Club. 

 

WOLLI CREEK WALK – Ken Starkey 

 

The “Two Valley Trail” is a 13 km walk from Campsie 

to Bexley North via the valleys of the Cooks River and 

Wolli Creek. 

 

On a beautiful balmy day in May twenty one walkers 

led by Marg and Paul walked along the Wolli Creek 

Section from Tempe to Bexley North through remnant 

bushland of native heath, forest and rugged sandstone 

escarpments which follow Wolli Creek and the railway 

line. It is hard to imagine today that from the mid-

1800s to early 1900s this area was filled with orchards, 

market gardens and dairies. We “strolled” up “Nanny 

Goat Hill” (whew...are we there yet?) at Turrella to 

view the beautiful rustic row of historic stone cottages 

from the 1920s built into an old quarry at “Jackson’s 

Place” and the not so rustic M5E tunnel ventilation 

stack in the distance. 

 

 

After a couple of leisurely hours stroll on the track we 

finally arrived at the Bexley North Hotel “oasis” where 

the staff had reserved a section for us to discard our 

back-packs, quench our thirst with a cold one and 

consume some well-earned tucker from the bistro. 

Chalk up another beaut, interesting, walk and talk 

outing with friends. 

 

 

THE DAY WE WENT TO THE DOGS – 

Peter O’Loughlin 

 

‘Twas a mild winter morning when a small group 

ventured to the Wirrimbirra Sanctuary in Bargo 

where after a delicious Devonshire morning tea 

(including lovely warm scones) we visited the 

recently reopened Dingo Sanctuary. It has taken 

the dedicated volunteers a long 6 years of 

negotiations to enable the recommencement of 

being able to tell the world about Australia’s wild 

dog. Before being introduced to the resident dogs 

we listened intently, with many questions being 

asked, about the history and the life of the Dingo.  

 

We heard how many of the dingos have been 

crossbred with other dogs which have been 

imported into the country. Fortunately the Dingo 

Sanctuary has some pure dogs which they are now 

breeding to keep the bloodline alive. 

 

Before a light 

lunch in cafe we 

strolled through 

the native animal 

display at the 

sanctuary which 

contains Emus, 

Wallabies, 

Kangaroos and 

Wombats. There is 

even a small aviary of native birds within the 

park. After lingering over a “long” lunch of 

delicious sandwiches it was time to return home. 
 

 

BACK TO THE POWERHOUSE 

DISCOVERY CENTRE – Peter O’Loughlin 

 

A gentle stroll down “Memory lane’, that is the 

best way to describe our recent adventure when a 

small group of intrepid members recently made a 

visit to the Powerhouse Discovery Centre at 

Castle Hill. After a cuppa provided when we 

arrived, all present were issued with a reflective 

“safety vest”, no choice as to any preference 

between orange or yellow. Our guides just 



wandered around our group, splitting us into two 

smaller units for our tour through the storage areas 

where the vast collection is kept in a temperature 

controlled zone.  

 

One group first visited the Technology Collection 

which covered a vast range of items from oversize 

“busts” of early Russian cosmonauts, these, we 

were told, came by chance to the museum, a 

matter of “the right place” at the right time” We 

also saw a “Footvision” shoe x-ray machine and 

the original “Lotto” machine.  

 

The second part of our group started with the 

model collection, this display was also very 

interesting, boat, trains and planes, and so much 

more; model ships of all sizes, a variety of model 

steam locomotives and model aircraft built 

through the ages.  A collection of Meccano 

models was also very impressive, certainly 

someone’s labour of love. Two models of the 

Sydney Opera House were on display along with a 

“city street scene” used by the movie makers.  

 

After about an hour the groups changed over to 

visit what they had not yet seen.  Following a very 

interesting morning we had lunch at the Hills 

Bowling Club then a drive through some of the 

streets of Parramatta before finally getting back to 

Narellan. 

 

These trips “Down memory lane” are journeys 

back to a more peaceful lifestyle. 
 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 

                             

Art  Appreciation  -  Frances Kirkland. 

 

      

 
 

Whispering Trees by Sue Kijurina 

 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 29th July at Camden R.S.L  

2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person 

which includes bowls. 

 

 

Book Club – Pat and Ray Cranfield 

After a break from meeting last month, our next 

meeting will be on the 21st July. 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
Our next card making class will feature a new layering 

technique and also a different type of 3D 

embellishment.  Members are reminded that this 

month’s meeting will be a week later than usual and 

will be held on Tuesday 15
th
 July.  

  

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Please remember there will be No Craft on  Tuesday 

1
st
  July.  We will resume on Tuesday 15

th
 July at 

1.30pm.  

 

I will not be present at July meeting and I have asked  

Jean Mossman to collect any 8ply Wool, for knitting 

squares for Wrap with Love.  Thank you. 

 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Good to see new card players swelling the ranks. The 

next Cards Night will once again be at Jeanette’s 

Harrington Park Casino on Friday 27
th
  July 

commencing at 7 pm. Numbers attending the Casinos 

is now capped at 30 players. Contact Jeanette on 

46479986 for enquiries. 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Sue has not yet returned from her overseas holiday, but 

the calendar advises the next meeting will be on 

Friday, 25
th
 July. 

 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Ros also has not returned from her overseas holiday, 

but the calendar advises the next meeting will be on 

Friday 11th July at 10am in BIG Hall. Bring any 

images you wish to copy and a  Memory stick.  If you 

don't have any slides, negatives or photos to copy there 

will be a variety of photographic magazines and books 

to browse for some new  ideas. 

                      Happy Snapping 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 



Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Saturday,  26th July:  Archibalds at Art Gallery of 

NSW.  Catching 7.56am train from Leumeah, alight at 

St James walking to the Art Gallery.  Private tour 

commences 9.30am.  Cost $10 payable on day.  Please 

have correct change.  Afterwards stopping in the 

Gallery Café for morning tea.  You do not have to be a 

real art lover to appreciate this tour, the volunteers who 

conduct the tour are so informative and give just 

enough explanation on each painting. 

 

Thursday, 21
st
 August. “Kiama Coastline Walk  

Depart Library car park 8.30am.  We will car pool, 

duration of walk is 2-2½ hours classified as medium. 

We will be walking over grass, paddocks, some up 

hills, steps and along paved footpaths.  Lunch in 

Kiama either at a café or bring along your own lunch 

to be eaten in the park.  Walk mainly hugs the 

coastline.  

 

Friday, 22
nd

 August: Tour of “Animal & 

Biosecurity” at Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural 

Institute, Menangle.  Free entry.  We will meet at 

Narellan Library car park for an 8.45am departure. 

Drive to the Institute, commence tour at 9.00am, 

duration 2 hours.  This outing coincides with the 

garden group.  I organised this on behalf of Sue as she 

was having difficulty in making contact.  As we get 

closer to the date, I will have detailed information for 

the day, I will also speak to Sue as to how her garden 

group wishes to organise themselves. 

 

Monday, 25
th

 August:  Lunch at “The Plough & 

Harrow Pub”, Camden at 12.00pm.  Order off the 

menu, pay individually.   

 

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

July 

Jon English 

Sat 12
th
 July 8pm 

Campbelltown Catholic Club 

Dinner in Bistro from 6pm.  

 

Buddy Holly 

Saturday 26
th
 July 8pm 

Campbelltown Catholic Club 

Dinner in Bistro from 6pm  

 

Strictly Ballroom – Wed 30
th
 July 1pm 

Lyric Theatre. 

  

September 

The King & I – Opera House 

Still waiting on tickets 

Not sure if we will receive any. 

John Williamson 

Campbelltown Catholic Club – Cube 

Sat 6
th
 September 8pm. 

Dinner in Bistro at Club from 6pm. 

 

The Wharf Revue 

Casula Powerhouse 

Sat 27
th
 September 8pm   

 

 

October 

The Last Confession – David Suchet 

Wednesday October 1
st
   1pm 

Theatre Royal  

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 
Well the “Winter Solstice” has been and gone, more 

sunlight every day (if it isn’t cloudy) so time to get out 

and play, all wrapped up of course. 

 

Our next meeting is on Friday, again in the Narellan 

Community Hall at 10.00am, this month I will be 

collecting payment for our upcoming Yulefest trip to 

Linton Gardens in Somersby, on the Central Coast, and 

deposits for our Melbourne trip next March for those 

who wish to pay at the meeting. 

 

Leumeah Probus have offered us some tickets to see 

the King and I on Wednesday 17
th
 Sept at 1.00pm, this 

is the matinee performance.  I will not know the final 

number of seats available until after their club meeting 

on Monday 21
st
 July. If you wish to see this show 

please let me know as it will be a first come first serve 

situation, these tickets will cost $70.00 each for stall 

seats. 

 

I received information from Trade Travel who are 

organising our Norfolk Island trips for next year. 

Unfortunately they have slipped up and have to change 

our booking from October to November 2015, this is 

something beyond my control, and there is nothing I 

can do but accept their offer. 

 

I hope to have some more information about our trip to 

New Zealand early next week and will let everybody 

know when that comes to hand. 

 
 

Travel Tales –Kathy & Malcolm Smith  

After a month’s layoff I am sure everyone is looking 

forward to our next Travel Tales. This will be held 

July 16
th
 when Ros and Peter will share their 

experiences in New Zealand.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend. The meetings are held at Park Central 

Recreational Hall commencing at 7:30pm. 
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CALENDAR: 

 

Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 

 

July 1 NO Craft with Mary 

July 2 The Good Old Days Concert “In the Swing” 

Sydney Town Hall 

July 4 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre 

  Queen Street 10.00am 

July 8 Card Making with Marion 

July 9 Snow White, State Theatre 4pm 

July 11 Photography with Ros 

July 12 John English, C’town CC 8pm 

July 15 Craft with Mary 

July 15 Card Making with Marion 

July 16 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

July 18 Yulefest @ Linton Gardens, Somersby  

July 21 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

July 25 Gardening with Sue 

July 25 Cards at Harrington Park Casino 7pm 

July 26 Archibalds at Art Gallery of NSW 

July 26 Buddy Holly, C’town CC 8pm 

July 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

July 30 Strictly Ballroom, Lyric Theatre 1pm 

Aug 1 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre  

 Queen Street, Narellan 

Aug 5 Craft with Mary 

Aug 8 Photography with Ros 

Aug 12 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 15 Tour: Around Penrith 

Aug 18 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Aug 19 Craft with Mary 

Aug 21 Kiama Coastline Walk 

Aug 22 Tour of Animal & Biosecurity at the Elizabeth 

Macarthur Agricultural Institute, Menangle 

Aug 22 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Aug 29 Photography with Ros 

Aug 29 Cards at Harrington Park Casino 7pm 

Sept 2 Craft with Mary 

Sept 5 General Meeting 10am, Narellan Community 

Hall Queen Street Narellan  

Sept 6 John Williamson – C’town Catholic Club – 

The Cube – 8pm 

Sept 9 Card Making with Marion 

Sept 12 Photography with Ros 

Sept 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Sept 17 King & I,  Opera House, Matinee 

Sept 17 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Sept 19 Tour: Historic Mount Kembla Village 

Sept 26 Gardening with Sue 

Sept 26 Cards 7pm 

Sept 27 Casula Powerhouse, 8pm 

Sept 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                      Painting by George Selway 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

                    Painting by Shelia McAtamney 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  4 July 2014 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  1 Aug 2014 

                  10am –12noon 


